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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. ; 7 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 
card. 


If you haven't got pont : 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 

1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you're getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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The weasel family were not the only animals “Would you like a maggot, wot?” said Hollow 
to get caught in the hurricane. Back at the to Owl. “Very nutritious. Look!” To prove his 
beech tree on the housing estate, Hollow was point, Hollow chewed on the maggot but 
still trying to look after Owl. They didn’t before he knew it, he had eaten it all. “Oh, 
know what was about to hit them. Tll get another one, shall I?” he exclaimed. 


When Ow! did not reply, Hollow became Hollow was extremely relieved. “Oh, Owl, my 
very worried. “No! She’s dead! Dead!” he dearest feathered friend,” he exclaimed, “my 
cried, beginning to panic. “I’m not dead, yet. darling hooter. Somehow I'll get you out of 
I’m still here,” murmured Owl weakly, trying that cement overcoat. I don’t know how, but 
to calm him down. I will.” Owl was touched. 


Just then, however, they heard the sound of | The children decided to play football and put 
laughter in a doorway. “Ooops, it’s those big down Owl as one of their goalposts. Suddenly, 
human chicks,” said Hollow. “I'll come back a ball came hurtling towards her. Ow! fell to 
with a nice, juicy maggot when they go in.” the floor and the concrete cracked but not 
Owl watched him fly off. enough to free her. The children ran inside. 


Hollow had just got back when the hurricane 
broke. He clung on tightly to the beech tree 
as the wind blew and the rain lashed down. 
Suddenly he heard a voice crying for help. 


“It’s going to fall,” continued the woodpecker. 
As he spoke, the tree came crashing to the 
ground. When they came to their senses again 
Hollow and the woodpecker found that the 
tree had shattered Owl’s concrete overcoat. 


Soon after, the rain died down. “That was 
exciting, wot,” joked Hollow. “Well, it’s given 
me the most dreadful headache,” moaned the 
woodpecker, who hadn’t found the hurricane 
very exciting at all. 


“What do you mean — help?” shouted Hollow. 
“I need help as much as you do!” It was the 
woodpecker who had once found worms for 
Owl and was now perched further up the tree. 


Hollow was overjoyed. “Owl, Owl,” he cried, as 
the rain poured down steadily, “a bit tatty, but 
free!” Owl picked off the last bits of concrete 
clinging to her feathers and shook herself, 
She was feeling a little dazed. 


“Am I really very tatty?” asked Owl, suddenly. 
Hollow didn’t know what to say. “Wot.. wot..,” 
he spluttered. The woodpecker interrupted 
him. “Tell her the truth!” he snapped. “Yes, 
alright, definitely tatty,” admitted Hollow. 


For a moment, Owl became worried. “And can Meanwhile, back at White Deer Park, some of 


you still love me if I’m tatty?” she said, rather 
cautiously. “Of course,” exclaimed Hollow, “I 
loved you at first glance and I always will!” 
Owl smiled. It was time for her to go home. 


N ~ 


“Yes, he was,” replied Fox, irritated. “Mossy 
was right. It is a hurricane. I was wrong.” 
“He'll be safe and snug by now,” added 
Whisper, making Fox even more annoyed, 
“deep under the earth, chewing on worms.” 


“Don’t worry,” replied Vixen, “he’s quite safe 
and the hurricane shouldn’t last much longer.” 
The rest of the group nodded in agreement 
but Shadow couldn’t be so easily calmed. 


the animals were waiting in Fox’s den for the 
hurricane to end. They watched as the rain 
poured from the sky. “The mole was right, 
wasn’t he, Fox?” piped up Plucky. 


The animals sat and waited but the rain just 
wouldn’t stop. Suddenly, Shadow got up and 
walked up to the entrance of the den. “I’m 
mightily worried about Hurkel,” she said. 
“He’s all alone in our sett.” 
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Soon Shadow could bear it no longer. “I must 
go and see that he’s alright,” she said. Vixen 
begged her to stay but it was no use. Shadow 
ran out of the den into the inky blackness. 


Next week: After the hurricane. 


All About... 


We sea turtles have bony shells 
that are part of our skeletons. The 
top part of the shell is called the 
carapace and covers our backs. 
The bottom part is called the 
plastron and covers our stomachs. 
The carapace has hard, horny 
plates called scutes on its surface 
and is joined to the plastron along 
the sides of our bodies. If you look 
at our heads, you will see that 
they, too, are covered with plates. 
Turtles do not have teeth, but they 
do have a sharp, horny beak for 
cutting food. This Hawksbill turtle 
is named after its beak, which is 
hooked a bit like a hawk’s. It uses 
its beak to grasp slippery animals, 
such as jellyfish and squid, which 
it likes to feed on. We turtles have 
keen eyesight and a good sense 
of smell, which are useful when we 
are looking for food. We can also 
hear low-pitched sounds almost 
as well as a human being. Turtles’ 
limbs are shaped like paddles and 
instead of feet, we have flippers 

to help us swim quickly. 


6GHi! I'm Loggerhead turtle, 
one of several species of large sea 
turtles which live in the world’s 
warmer oceans. We sea turtles 
belong to an order of 
animals known as Chelonia, 
which includes tortoises as 
. well as freshwater turtles 
and terrapins. We all have 
hard shells which protect our 
bodies. The largest of the 
sea turtles, and indeed the 
largest of all members of our 
order, is the Leatherback. It can 
grow up to 1.8m long and weigh 
as much as 680kg. Although 
it looks similar to me, it is only 
distantly related and has its own 
separate family.99 


FRESHWATER TURTLES 

Not all turtles live in the sea. Many smaller ones 
are found in freshwater ponds and rivers. Unlike 
sea turtles, freshwater turtles often hibernate in 
the winter by burying themselves in mud. Some, 
such as this Spiny softshell turtle, do not have 
horny plates covering their shells so their backs 
look smooth. The Spiny softshell turtle is usually 
15-30cm in length, and as with many turtles, the 
females are larger than the males. It lives in North 
America, from southern Canada to Mexico, and 
feeds on insects, crayfish, small fish and plants. 


Like snakes 

and lizards, we turtles 
are cold-blooded reptiles. This means we 
depend on warmth from our surroundings 
to keep our body temperatures up so we 
can remain active. Most of us live in 
tropical waters, but the enormous 
Leatherback turtle can live in fairly low 
temperatures so it sometimes visits the 
temperate seas around Britain. Using our 
long flippers to propel us through the water, 
we are very graceful swimmers, but on land 
we are slow and clumsy. Like all turtles, this 
Olive Ridley sea turtle has to use its strong 
front flippers to haul itself up on to a beach. 
It leaves a long, furrowed track behind it as 
it slowly moves across the sand. 


The largest group of freshwater 
turtles is the emydid family. It 
contains over 130 species! One 
member is the Box terrapin from 
Florida in the USA. Members of 
this family have clawed feet and 
spend quite a lot of time out of 
the water. Often they climb up 
on to rocks or logs to soak 
up the sun. Their hind legs, 
however, are more suited to 
swimming than walking. 


All About... 
Laying eggs 


66Although we live in the oceans, 


we female sea turtles need to “TURTLE FARMS : pore 
come ashore to lay our eggs. We : Despite’ protection, all:species, of séa’ ‘turtle are i 

often use the beach where we threatened by:hunting: The Green: turtle, found, off’ 

ourselves first hatched. As we can the coast of many tropical countries, is caught for: 


live for over 100 years, we may not 
start breeding until the ripe old age 
of 40, but we still know how to find 


1 

baby’ turtles‘aré epcanee offered. for sale a | 

the place where we were first born ornaments. Turtle eggs; too,\are taken from hesti > 
all those years ago!99 sites as they are considered a luxury, food'i in some 
countries. However, local people,are now eing, : ' 
‘encouraged to, save turtles,instead of killing: them: 


The turtle’s eggs 
stay buried for 


| 
Many baby, turtles are collected.from.theirnesting ,/ ' | aia weeks, 
sites and.taken'to’special farms where .they:can be ey eaas! 


reared safely. When they; are old enough, they are , 


enna returned to.the sea: This Pe 1g tol increase e the Eventually, the 


number of turtles inithe wild. » babies hatch and 
¥ begin to dig their 


way out of the 
nest. They always 
| emerge at night when 
| they are more likely to be 
safe from predators, such as gulls 
and crabs. But how do they know 
| whether it’s day or night? They can tell 5 
| by the temperature of the sand near the ‘iy ; 
| surface of the nest. If the sand is warm they “ weecet’ “a 
know that it is daytime so they stop digging. When ; 
= the sand cools, they start again. Newly-hatched turtles 
immediately head back to the sea. Those that reach the 
water without being caught by predators quickly swim away. 


MEET MY PAMILY 


This is my enormous cousin, 
Galapagos giant tortoise. As its 
name suggests, it lives on the 
Galapagos Islands, close to the 
Equator, off the coast of South 
America. It is one of the largest 
tortoises in the world and can 
weigh up to 136kg and reach 
1.5m in length. Unlike us turtles, 
all tortoises live on land. That’s 
how you can tell us apart! 
Tortoises have high, domed 
shells and are usually found 

in hot, dry regions, such as 


Sea turtles 
come ashore 
mostly during 
the summer 
months. After 
mating at sea, the 
female heads for her nesting 

site, usually on an island or a 

quiet stretch of coast. The turtle 

lets herself be washed ashore on the 
incoming tide at nightime and hauls 
herself up the beach out of the reach of the 


water. Then, using all four of her flippers, she digs a » } j deserts. They are slow-moving 
hole in the sand about half a metre deep. Here she lays . ie I Zz and defend themselves by 

up to 200 eggs, each about the size of a ping-pong ball. } tucking their heads and legs 
She buries the eggs by pouring sand over them until the bh , into special pockets in their 
hole is filled in again. Then she returns to the sea. Most ; shells if threatened. Tortoises 
marine turtles only nest once every three or four years. feed on juicy plants. 


In the years when they do breed, a female may come 
ashore to lay eggs several times in one season. 


Ruth Wilson's painted some 
amazing detail into her picture 
of Toad and Adder — take a close 
look at that rippling water! 

Joan 


gd kind of lights did 
ave on the ark? 


154461 )poojy 


Julie Kilminster, aged 9 


SAMANTHA FIELD, AGED 
6, HAS WRITTEN FROM 

HONG KONG TO TELL US 
ABOUT HER NEW HOME. 


| used to live in England 
but | moved to Hong 
Kong. | missed my Farthing 
Wood Friends so much 
that now my Granny sends 
them to me. There are 

no wild animals here 
because there are only 
big buildings and no 
countryside. But we 
bought lots of tadpoles 
from the market and now 
they are frogs we are 
going to set them free. 


Donna Rainey, aged 9'/2 


Ruth Wilson, aged 11 


DANIELLE MORRIS, AGED 7, 
WROTE A SHORT POEM 
ABOUT A MOLE. 


| am a mole, 
| live in a hole, 
Badger is my friend. 


| like to burrow deep, 
Then | like to sleep, 
For hours and hours on end. 
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CAN YOU WORK OUT THESE = god Enough to Eat by Q. T. Pie 
LOOPY BOOK TITLES SENT 

IN BY KATE WOLFE AND 

NATASHA STIDDER? The Moon by Anna Cisse 


We've got lots of 
pictures, but how 
about sending in some 
more poems, stories 


How can Kestrel open and puzzles for the 
locked doors? Gallery pages- 


“98, 404 UHM 


Lucas Mathersul, aged 8 


66The Galapagos | Islands 
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asaid see 


You should be able to spot six 
apie : Sallylightfoot crabs making their 
e Flightless cormoran 
hige ental, ragged winwe bist way across the rocky shore. 
it cannot fly. It is a good 
swimmer, although ° 
unlike many other 
seabirds, it does 
not have waterproof 
feathers. When it leaves 
the water, it has to spread its 
wings out in the sun to dry them. 


Bats are the only 
mammals that can fly. 
The Hoary bat roosts 
(rests) alone in the 
branches of trees 
during the day, but 
late at night it flies 
quickly through 
the sky. It eats 
all sorts of 
flying insects, 
snapping 
them up as 
it swoops 
through 
the air. 


Although they look very similar and are just 
as playful, the California sea lions that live 
on the Galapagos Islands are, in fact, smaller 
than their Californian relatives. Sometimes 
scientists class them as a separate species 
and call them Galapagos sea lions. 


The cheeky Brown 
noddy has worked 
out how to be sure of 
a good meal. Sometimes it follows a group 


Leaf-toed 
of penguins to their feeding places for 


geckos 

are small leftover fish, but more often it can be 
lizards that spotted perching on the head of a feeding 
eat insects. pelican. The pelican doesn’t seem to 
They spend mind its visitor and lets it snap 


much of the day up any scraps. 


hidden away under 
rocks or pieces of tree bark but can 
sometimes be seen climbing up rock 
faces. They use special suction pads on 
their toes to grip on to the rock’s surface. 


It would be hard to miss the bright red 
Sallylightfoot crab on the shores of 

the Galapagos Islands. It runs across 

the ground, moving sideways to stop it 
from tripping over its eight legs. It can 
even cross short stretches of water in this 
way, which is how it got its unusual name. 


The Marine iguana is the only lizard in the world that 
swims and feeds in the sea. Its favourite food is 
seaweed which it scrapes off rocks with its blunt 
snout. When it eats the seaweed, the iguana uses 
special glands above its eyes to remove the 
salt. The salt passes from 
these glands into its 
nose and all the 

iguana has 
to do to get 
rid of it is 
sneeze! 
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: e oe o hie 
Discovering Nature 


MONSTERS AHOY! 


I’m not scared of monsters, y SS) 
unlike those other irritating, little } 2 
creatures in the Park that get in 
my way. | know that monsters don’t 
really exist. When people from European 
countries first began to explore faraway 
oceans and continents they came 
across all kinds of animals and 
plants they had never seen before. 
When these travellers got home they sometimes 
exaggerated what they saw and mixed details up, 
telling fantastic tales of weird and wonderful monsters. 


MONSTER MAP a 


ar... 
Medieval sailors thought the oceans were full of sea monsters that might E5> 
destroy ships and attack the men on board. They drew these monsters on maps e. 


of the sea to warn other sailors. Many of the creatures had the features of real 
animals, such as cats, dogs and birds, but with added extras such as fangs, 


horns and spikes. Design a sea map of your own and let your imagination run : 
wild, just like the mapmakers of old. < 


You will need: ry 
piece of thick 
paper, black biro ; 
or fine-nibbed felt- 
tip pen, paint and 
brush, coloured 
pencils, crayons 
or felt-tips, ruler. 


q Using a ruler, 
draw a line around 
the edge of the 
paper to make a 
border, then colour 
it in. Draw some 
decorations on 
the border — use 
things from the 
sea, such as 
shells, crabs 

or small fish. 


@ inside the 
border, use the 
black pen to draw 
the outlines of 
some weird sea 
monsters. Draw a 
ship and an island 


on your map, too. 3 Carefully paint or colour 


in the sea around the island, 
monsiers and ship. 


island. Draw some fine black, 
lines on the sea to look like waves 


You will need: 


self-hardening clay or Plasticine or playdough, 
cocktail stick and old plastic picnic knife, board 
for working on. If you use self-hardening clay, you 
could paint and varnish your model when it is dry. 


2 Shape the other 
end into a head. Poke 
out two holes for the 
eyes, a mouth and 
two nostrils with the 
cocktail stick. Using 
your fingertips, pinch 
up horns or spikes 
and press the edge 
of the picnic knife 

on to the clay to 
make scales. 


3 Make sure the 
monster's head can 
stand up on its own. 
The shape might 
need adjusting if 

it is too heavy and 
topples over. 


MONSTER MYTHS 


alled the Caipora, whose 


A gentle monster Cc 


feet are turned back to fr 
to live in the Amazon jung! 

said to look after the 
heal them when 


PET SEA MONSTER 


Here’s a way to make your own pet sea 
monster from clay, Plasticine or playdough. 


jungle animals and 
they are sick. 


sausage shapes the same 
size, but this time cut both 
ends flat and bend them 
over into semi-circles so 
they stand up. Decorate 
the pieces with more 
scales and spikes. 


@ Break off a lump of 
clay about the size of 

a tomato. Roll it into a 
fat sausage. Cut off one 
end so that it is flat and 
will stand up. 


E § Finally, make one more 
small sausage shape. Cut _ 
hat it is fi 


ont, is supposed 
le. The Caipora Is 


” héad and even some of its 


MONSTER PASSPORT. 


Monsters can look weird and wonderful. They 
can be good or bad and even have strange 
powers. Create a monster with its own special 
passport so everyone knows just what it is like! 


You will need: 
piece of thin card (A4 size), piece of plain 
paper (half a sheet of A4), scissors, ruler, 
glue, pencil, felt-tips or crayons. 


4 To make the passport, 
fold the piece of card in 
half. On the top half of the 
front cover, use a ruler and | 
pencil to draw a square \ 
10cm x 10cm. Ask an 

adult to cut it out for you. 


a Think of a name for your 
monster and write it on the 
front of the passport. Also, 
give the passport a number. 


2 Draw your monster on 
the sheet of paper. You 
could use parts from 
different animals or make 
up a completely new 
creature. Colour it in. 


3 Open out the passport 

and stick your monster on 

the right-hand side. You 
should stick it so that its 


‘body can be seen through 
the cut-out square. 


= ss 7 nl Lives: 


Colour: 


§ Turn to the back cover of the passport 
and use the space to describe your monster. 
The example above will give you some ideas 
about what to write. 


Now your monster is ready 
to travel around and use 
its strange powers! 
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Puzzle it ouf 22= 


Wrlo’s FOR TENNIS? 


Puzzle it out 2a 


RACKET CROSSWORD 

This crossword is made up of words connected 
with tennis. Look at the clues and then fill in 
the racket head! 


TENNIS TERMS. 
Take the first letter 
of each object and 
rearrange them to 
make a phrase that 
the umpire (referee) 
says when a player 
has won. We have 


Clues 

Across 

4 Not to win or lose is to draw. Another 
word for draw. 

5 What do you play tennis with? 

6 Opposite of lose. 

8 What do you call the first stroke in a 
game of tennis? 


hat do you play tennis on? 
The name of Dash’s partner. 
What do you do when the ball comes 


ed with a racket and ball? 
have to go oyer when 
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to start you off. 


STARTING TENNIS 


Here are a few hints to help you 
when you are playing tennis. 


4 Before you start to play, 
warm up. Do some light 
jogging around the court, then 
do some stretching exercises 
such as touching your toes. 


2 To improve ball control, try 
bouncing the ball on your tennis 
racket — not too high or it will fall 
off! When you can do this, repeat 
it, but turn your racket over each 
time the ball bounces. You have 
to be quick! 


3 Also, see how many times you oes est 
can bounce the ball on the ground, a ~ 
hitting it gently with your racket. 


@ Ask your partner to throw balls 
to you while you hit them back with 
your racket. Watch the ball closely 
as he is doing this. As it leaves his 
hand shout ‘throw’, when it bounces 
shout ‘bounce’ and when you hit it, 
shout ‘hit’. This exercise will help 
you to concentrate on the ball and 
improve your timing. 


Ys § |f you want to do well in tennis, you must 
° practise — but first and foremost, you musi 


enjoy playing the game! 
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STILL TRAPPED ~ 


